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GILLIAN HORWITZ
Gillian has repre-
sented our Jewish 
Community in 
many ways. You 
may remember 
that, several years 
ago, she hosted 
the “Jewish Radio 
Hour” on CKER, 
and the TV show 
“On Being Jewish”. 

Gillian also has an extensive history of 
volunteerism. In Canadian Hadassah 
WIZO, she was an Edmonton Chapter 
president and a National Vice-President. 
She chaired the Holocaust Education 
Committee and produced a documentary 
on Holocaust Survivors in Edmonton. 
Gillian has served on the boards of Jewish 
Family Services, Beth Shalom Synagogue, 
The Jewish Seniors’ Centre, Jewish 
National Fund and is a past president of 
the Jewish Federation of Edmonton. For 
these involvements, and many others, 
she was honored last year with a” City of 
Edmonton Citation Award.”

DAVID MARCUS
David worked for 
25 years in the 
family fur busi-
ness in downtown 
Edmonton, hosting 
many customers 
from the Jewish 
community. Then 
he worked at House 
of Tools, and 
currently works 

with the General Metals Group. David 
has served on the boards of Beth Israel 
Synagogue, the Jewish Federation of 
Edmonton, the Alberta Post-War Car 
Society and continues to serve on the 
executive of the Chevra Kadisha. He 
is dedicated to the preservation of life 
stories of Jewish Edmontonians through 
the collection of eulogies housed at the 
JAHSENA archives.

We welcome both David and Gillian to 
the Board and look forward to working 
with them.

Again, we remind our readers to save 
your family’s history by donating letters, 
papers and photos to our Archives where 
they will be properly preserved. If your 
family wishes to keep them, we would 
be happy to make copies and return the 
originals to you.

hwry
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From the President,

October 2015

by J udy    G oldsand     

This year, JAHSENA held its Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, October 14, 
at the Beth Shalom Synagogue. The meeting featured Andrew Gow, University of 

Alberta Professor of History, discussing a thought-provoking topic: “What does it mean 
to be Jewish in a non-Jewish world?”

At the meeting, two new Board members were elected for a three-year term. We 
would like to introduce them to you:
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As most of you know, in 2013 we 
saw the culmination of a several 

years project to open a recreation of 
the HB Kline Jewelry Store along 
Fort Edmonton Park’s 1920s Street. 
What you may not be aware of is that 
JAHSENA provided funding to the 
Park to pay for another full time inter-
preter position through the 2014 season, 
with the understanding that this would 
result in the Kline Store’s categorization 
as an A Site, meaning that there would 
always be somebody in the Store during 
open hours. I went down to visit the 
store and meet with our contacts on 
the Interpretive Staff supervisory team 
in early November, and was left with a 
good impression of the various programs 
which have been carried out over the 
course of the season, and I look forward 
to collaborating with the staff at Fort 
Edmonton Park on some ideas for new 
programs in the 2015 season. We’ve 
included an edited copy of the final 
report from the Park in this newsletter, 
and I’d love to hear any feedback from 
the general community that may not 
have been covered. 

This fall saw our Annual General 
Meeting take place on October 30th, 
wherein City of Edmonton Archivist 
Kathryn Ivany gave a fascinating talk 
about the early history of Edmonton 
and the growth of a thriving city out of a 
small prairie town. Our thanks again to 
Ms. Ivany.

Family Fonds
As I have been familiarizing myself 

with our files, it has become apparent 
that we have some gaps in our Family 
Fonds. For those unfamiliar with our 

collection, we don’t just collect informa-
tion and files from the various organiza-
tions in Edmonton and its surrounding 
environs; we also collect information 
on the various family members of our 
community. If you or a relative has a 
family tree, a personal history, some 
anecdote about a grandparent, even a 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah invitation, we’d love to 
preserve it for future generations! To this 
end, starting with this edition we will 
periodically be including a blank family 
tree form; if you’re able and willing to 
fill one out, we’d love to get them for 
our records. And if you’ve never done so 
before, give our office a call to see what 
information we might already have about 
your family history and come down to 
take a look; we’re always happy to have 
visitors. 

As we mentioned in our last newslet-
ter, Archival Assistant Colleen Paull and 
Past President Jini Vogel are in the pro-
cess of catching up on our backlog of oral 
history interviews. As our community 
ages, it is essential that we make sure to 
record these stories for posterity. 

E-newsletter
Over the past few months we have 

started a new feature in the Jewish 
Federation’s weekly e-newsletter: the 
History Question of the Week. Each 
week, we have been featuring an histori-
cal question, along with the answer to 
last week’s question and a related picture. 
If you’ve yet to see it, I encourage you 
to take a look! If you have, let us know 
what you think! Are you enjoying our 
questions? Wish we’d focus on a different 
topic? Have a suggestion for a question? 
We’d love to hear from you!

From the Archivist’s Desk...,

Winter 2015

by P A u L  G I F F O r D

Continued on page 9
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As I hope most of you are aware, this 
summer JAHSENA partnered with 

the Edmonton News to deliver a special 
edition of Heritage to the entirety of 
the EJN mailing list; in effect, to the 
entire community. The reception to this 
has been overwhelmingly positive, with 
several people noting that they read this 
last edition cover to cover. If you haven’t 
done so yet, please take a moment to fill 
out the family tree that was included 
in this edition, as every one we receive 
helps to fill in gaps. 

Work is drawing to a close on the 
manuscript for the new book, and we 
are finally able to start to plan the 
launch party and related activities. 
Keep an eye out in the next edition of 
Heritage for more details on that. 

Reflecting back on the work of the 
past year, I would also like to take a 
moment to publicly thank the agencies 
which have generously provided us 

with grants. As a small archive, we are 
extremely reliant on this support to 
continue our work of preserving our 
collective past. The Archives Society of 
Alberta provided us with the financial 
support to complete the descriptions 
of a number of our family fonds, mak-
ing them more readily accessible to 
researchers. They also provided us with 
funding to provide for the digitization 
of several dozen oral history interviews, 
a long overdue step to move them to a 
more up to date storage medium. The 
Edmonton Jewish Federation and the 
Edmonton Heritage Council provided 
us with a significant component of the 
funding necessary for us to provide 
funding for my work on the next 
JAHSENA book, and this project 
would not have happened without 
it. Finally, the Edmonton Jewish 
Community Charitable Foundation 
grant we received was essential in the 

purchase of new of audio-visual equip-
ment for the recording of Oral History 
interviews, replacing out of date and 
insufficient equipment and ensuring 
a much higher recording quality. Our 
deepest thanks to all of these groups for 
their support. 

We have been working hard over 
the past year to try to highlight untold 
stories of our community, and to help 
show just how interesting our collective 
histories can be. We are continuing with 
these stories in this edition, and are also 
expanding the focus of our “Origins” 
stories to include those from abroad; 
in this edition, we have a delightful set 
of Ram Romanovksy’s musings on his 
childhood and adolescence in South 
Africa, and with another tale of small 
town Jewish life in the form of Joel 
Witten’s experiences in Whitehorse. As 
always, I hope you enjoy. 

From the Archivist’s Desk...,

Fall 2015

by P aul    G ifford    

DONATION 
CARDS 
JAHSENA now has donation 
cards with historic pictures on 
them available for purchase. Mark 
your special simchas by sending a 
donation to JAHSENA. Contact 
the office for more details at: 780-
489-2809. We have received the 
following donations:

Sympathy
To Molly Shugarman and family on the loss 

of their beloved father, husband, and 
grandfather Maurice, from George and 
Judy Goldsand

To Miriam Sheckter on the loss of her 
beloved brother Maurice Shugarman, from 
Mike and Colleen Paull

To Roberta and Norm Hanson and family on 
the loss of their beloved uncle Maurice 
Shugarman, from Mike and Colleen Paull

In Honour
To Rayna and Harvey Rabin with thanks 

for their exceptional hospitality! From 
George and Judy Goldsand

We would like to issue a correction 
to the last edition of Heritage: The 
sympathy cards issued to the Switzer 
and Milner/Levine families were sent 
by Linda Goody. Our apologies for the 
oversight.
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The following piece initially appeared in 
the Edmonton Jewish News at  
edmontonjewishnews.com. It has been 
reprinted here with their permission. 

An eclectic group of dignitaries, 
academics and interested individuals 

gathered on August 4 at the St. John's 
Institute in Edmonton for the open-
ing reception of A Journey through the 
Ukrainian-Jewish Encounter: From Antiquity 
to 1914, a cross-Canada travelling exhibi-
tion which runs until August 18.

The obvious thing that comes to mind 
when you pair these two cultures is a 
tumultuous history of turmoil and vio-
lence. However, the multi-media exhibit 
currently on display in Edmonton 
takes a step back and examines their 
pre-WWI relationship of shared history 
and shared cultures.

The exhibit was created by the 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter (UJE), 
a privately organized multinational 
initiative launched in 2008 by a group 
of individuals from Canada, the United 
States, Ukraine, and Israel. Its work 
engages scholars, civic leaders, artists, 
governments and the broader public 
in an effort to promote deeper mutual 
comprehension and solidarity between 
the two peoples.

The reception was emceed by World 
FM - Ethnic Radio host Roman Brytan. 
He introduced the guest speakers which 
included a number of dignitaries from 
the UJE, and prominent members of 
the Ukrainian community as well as 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton (JFED) 
CEO Debby Shoctor and Minister of 
Multicultural Affairs Tim Uppal.

Among others, distinguished speakers 

included Suzanna Brytan, Executive 
Director of St. John's Institute of 
Edmonton; Alti Rodal, UJE co-director 
and exhibit curator; Berel Rodal, Board 
member and chairman of the Advisory 
Board of the UJE and leaders from the 
Alberta Society for the Advancement of 
Ukrainian Studies and the Ukrainian 
Council of Alberta.

Each speaker reiterated the impor-
tance of the work that the UJE was 
doing in bringing the two cultures 
closer together, stressing the similarities 
between the groups and their shared 
heritage.

JFED CEO Debby Shoctor said 
that she was impressed and excited 
by the exhibit and that on behalf of 
the Edmonton Jewish community, she 
looked forward to continuing the rela-
tionship with the Ukrainian community 

A fresh perspective on the 

Ukrainian-
Jewish 

Encounter
August 4 to 18 in Edmonton 
by EJNews Staff Alti Rodal, co-director of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter and 

curator of the exhibit stressed the importance of the shared 
heritage and culture between the two peoples.
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in Edmonton.
The event included live music that 

demonstrated the shared culture and a 
delicious spread of both Ukrainian and 
kosher Jewish foods that also showed 
the strong influence the two cultures 
share. All the food was delicious and the 
kosher section of the spread was catered 
by Bliss Bakery. Several Jewish artifacts 
from Ukraine were on display — on 
loan from the Jewish Archives and 
Historical Society of Edmonton and 
Northern Alberta.

Created by UJE and co-funded by 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 
A Journey though the Ukrainian-Jewish 
Encounter: From Antiquity to 1914 
consists of narrative, images, music, and 
continuously running videos. It offers 
an integrated account of the historical 
experience of Ukrainians and Jews, in 

all its complexities—under ever-chang-
ing political regimes, as two stateless 
peoples, side by side, over long periods 
of normal co-existence conducive to the 
creation of enduring cultures and cross-
cultural influences, and during intermit-
tent episodes of crisis and violence.

The territory of modern-day Ukraine 
has been the homeland of diverse and 
flourishing cultures, including one of 
the most populous Jewish communities 
in Europe, whose presence on Ukrainian 
lands dates from 2,000 years ago. The 
vast majority of Ashkenazi Jews today 
have their origins in Ukrainian lands, as 
do the roots of the Chasidic movement.

The blended Ukrainian-Jewish story, 
up to the end of Tsarist Russian rule 
and Habsburg Austro-Hungary, is of 
particular interest for both Ukrainian 
and Jewish audiences, but also for a 

wider Canadian public, offering diverse 
perspectives on a shared history.

The Ukrainian and Jewish communi-
ties in Ukraine, as pointed out in the 
exhibit, lived through “long periods of 
normal co-existence and multi-faceted 
cultural cross-fertilization.” Yet, because 
Jewish-Ukrainian relations have also 
had to bear stereotyping, the exhibit 
focused on “an integrated narrative of 
these two peoples… presented in the 
belief that there is much to be gained 
by viewing their historical experience 
together, in all its complexity.”

A Journey through the Ukrainian-
Jewish Encounter: From Antiquity to 
1914 opened in Toronto in June and was 
on display in Winnipeg last month. It 
will next be on display in Montreal.

More photots of the UJE exhibit on page 9.

Emcee for the evening World FM Ethnic 
Radio host Roman Brytan.

Suzanna Brytan and UJE board member and chairman of the advisory board Berel Rodal.
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We headed to the Yukon in the 
summer of 1996 for an adven-

ture, an opportunity to complete school 
training and fulfil our wanderlust in one 
go. We were to be gone for the duration 
of Fia’s articles, one year at the outset, 
two years at the most. While here in 
that first year, we met a number of older 
couples who told us once we had advised 
them of our plans: “That’s what we said 
too...25 years ago”. 

In the nearly twenty years since, this 
small Northern capital has become our 
home. The endless supply of natural 
beauty combined with a quirky, welcom-
ing community continues to capture our 
hearts. 

Somewhere along the way we added a 
dog or two, a house or two and a child 
or two. The wanderlust did not leave; it 
just found a permanent parking garage. 
We have been fortunate to create a rich, 
vibrant life here filled with the magic and 
the mystery that is the Yukon. 

It’s a common joke amongst Yukoners, 

not tell others how good life is up here, 
but to keep the secret to ourselves. I 
guess we just gave it away, but no worry, 
this place isn’t for everybody.

On a driving trip through Alberta 
this summer we encountered a number 
of historical and familial landmarks. 
It reminded us that part of the Jewish 
history in Canada is that our people have 
ended up in communities both small 
and large in virtually every corner of the 
nation. 

Although we carry part of the Jewish 
torch in this small, remote community, 
we are not the first Jews to venture north 
of 60. At the turn of the century, the 
Yukon was the land of the gold rush and 
fortune seekers of all sorts, including 
Jewish merchants and adventurers, found 
their way here. Just the other day we were 
reminded of this. While visiting Skagway, 
Alaska, we saw a historical sign marking 
the sight of “Goldberg’s cigar shop”, a 
small enterprise which catered to the 
needs of the gold miners in the 1890’s. 

A small number of the Jews who came 
to the north during gold fever never left. 
Tale has it that at the turn of the cen-
tury, a young New Yorker named Isaac 
Simons capsized his boat in the rapids of 
the Fortymile River and didn’t live to tell 
the tale. The local Jews wanted to bury 
him. Having no cemetery of their own, 
they petitioned Ottawa (some things 
never change!) for a lot on cemetery 
ridge. Ten years later the federal govern-
ment replied to them (some things really 
never change!)…and that’s when the first 
Jew was buried in the Klondike, his final 
resting place being a small corner of a 
cemetery in Dawson City.

In 1998, we joined a group working 
on the idea of restoring the cemetery. 
The Jewish Historical Society of Yukon 
was formed and, with generous financial 
assistance from the Canadian Jewish 
Congress, the cemetery grounds were 
cleaned and a beautiful metal arch 
bearing the name Bet Chaim was built. 
Everyone had a task; we filled our blue 

Jewish Life in 

Yukon
By Joel Witten and Fia Jampolsky

“There's a race of men that don't fit in,  
A race that can't sit still; 
So they break the hearts of kith and kin,  
And they roam the world at will. 
They range the field and rove the f lood,  
And they climb the mountain's crest;  
Their's is the curse of the gypsy blood,  
And they don't know how to rest.”

Robert Service 
The Witten Family
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F-150 with white pickets and drove the 
fencing 533 kilometers up the highway 
to help rebuild the perimeter of the cem-
etery. Then deputy prime minister (and 
the closest thing our nation has ever had 
to a Jewish prime minister) the honorable 
Herb Gray gave a speech at the rededica-
tion ceremony. It was a big deal for the 
small group of us that worked on it. We 
even imported a rabbi for the occasion. 

A related project is just getting started, 
with funding now awarded to create a 
mobile display that details the Jewish 
presence and influence in the Yukon 
during and after the gold rush. Once 
complete, we hope it will be able to tell 
the story of the Yukon’s original Jewish 
community in museums, schools, and 
other Jewish communities. 

The Jewish community in Whitehorse, 
like the greater community, is quirky 
and eclectic. For a number of years we 
celebrated Rosh Hashanah roasting hot 
dogs with a few other Jewish families at 
the local campground. When we first got 

here, this seemed, at the very minimum, 
a unique way to mark such an event!

However, the longer you stay in a 
place, the more you unpeel the layers of 
the onion to find new people and new 
experiences. The Jewish community is 
not as small as you might think. Like 
every other community, we have tradi-
tional jobs and not. We are teachers and 
lawyers, business leaders, politicians and 
writers. Few of us, ok one in fact, can lay 
claim to being a champion dog-musher! 

We have created traditions that suit us 
more than perhaps the more conventional 
traditions of our southern brethren, but 
are traditions nonetheless. We almost 
always have a seder, it’s just not always on 
the night that the calendar says it should 
be. Joel has taken on the role of leading 
the seder, but has learned to do it with 
Fia’s amalgamation of stories, poems and 
twists on the traditional Passover story. 
It’s never the same twice, but that keeps 
the regulars guessing. We have heard 
over the years, of various other seders 

going on at the same time – many view 
the Pesach story as both historical and 
contemporary and a chance to educate 
their kids.

We like to think that we have brought 
Chanukah to the north. Fia regularly 
goes into the kids’ classes and gets them 
grating potatoes, frying latkes and 
lighting candles. Our annual Chanukah 
party has taken on a life of its own. With 
attendance now trending towards triple 
digits, it is our opportunity to share the 
season and our culture with our gentle 
gentile friends. We have been told, but 
can’t confirm, that it is THE party of the 
holiday season. 

We celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of a bar mitzvah in town a number of 
years ago. At that celebration, we met an 
Alaskan bush pilot who had grown up in 
a very traditional, very religious Jewish 
home. He lived as unconventional a life 
as you can imagine, but yet he main-
tained a number of traditions and beliefs 
of his people. “You must be more deliber-
ate in your actions as a Jew up north”, 
he said, “you must be intentional in your 
faith”...and then he led the prayers in 
flawless Hebrew. 

His words, stay with us as we create 
new traditions that bind us to the old 
ones and we as we foster a community 
under the brilliant stars of the northern 
sky. We are in preliminary talks about 
the location of our daughter Ava’s Bat 
Mitzvah in 2017. Fia is campaigning for 
the top of the local ski hill – accessible 
only by chair lift. Joel has other ideas. 
We’ll give you an update in a couple of 
years!

A few years ago, Fia wrote a personal 
perspective on our life in Whitehorse 
that was featured in the Globe and 
Mail. You can read it here: http://www.
theglobeandmail.com/life/facts-and-
arguments/yes-i-do-feel-at-home-in-the-
far-far-north/article4385140/

Joel Witten and Fia Jampolsky both grew 
up in Edmonton, Alberta and have lived in 
Whitehorse, Yukon since 1996.

Chanukah Girls
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Ram—as he insists on being called—
is a gifted storyteller. As he weaves 

narratives together, Ram tells stories 
of his past with texture, nuance, and 
a well-placed sense of humor. The son 
of Mendel Romanovsky (an Ochberg 
orphan born in Poland and who was 
brought to South Africa in 1921), Ram 
relates his story to that of many other 
Jewish families who’ve had to uproot 
and move—or as he puts it, wander—to 
a new place amidst changing times. It 
is with great pleasure that we present a 
snapshot of Ram’s time in South Africa 
and his journey to Edmonton. 

Born and raised in Cape Town, South 
Africa, Ram led a sheltered and privi-
leged childhood steeped in Jewish tradi-
tion. All of his friends were Jewish, and 
they enjoyed affluent lifestyles thanks to 
a hospitable environment that rewarded 
their families’ hard work. Ram recalls 
that “it was a Jewish party all the time.” 
Indeed, he recounts, the majority of the 
Jewish population experienced a vibrant 
cultural milieu, a festive atmosphere, 
lots of cars, Jewish beaches, as well as 
the possibility of upward social and 
economic mobility. “It was a time,” he 

remembers with a sense of fondness and 
melancholy, “never to be experienced 
again.”

The vast majority of South African 
Jews emigrated from Europe just before 
the Second World War, so very few 
members of Ram’s generation had par-
ents born in South Africa. Nonetheless, 
the community felt very comfortable; 
Cape Town even had a number of 
Jewish mayors. However, apartheid 
marked a point of contention between 
Ram’s generation and that of his par-
ents. According to Ram, the members 
of the younger generation—who were 
highly educated and acutely aware of 
apartheid’s systemic inequalities—
wanted their parents to speak out 
against its injustices. This debate 
fostered tremendous dialogue within 
the community, but the older generation 
(having escaped intense persecution 
and still having concerns about hidden 
anti-Semitism) was wary of “poking the 
bear.” Although the younger generation 
understood this position, Ram stressed 
that many people still felt tremendous 
guilt because of apartheid. 

Ram attended Cape Town High 
School and the University of Cape 
Town, where he earned his CA designa-
tion. While in University, he met his 
wife, Elaine, at a beach. Apparently 
Ram was shy; he notes that she was 
one of the popular girls, so he waited to 
ask her out over the phone. (It’s worth 
noting that Elaine’s parents were born in 
South Africa.) While at the University 
of Cape Town, Elaine earned a BA in 
English before training to be an X-Ray 
technician at Groote Shuur Hospital. 
The couple got married in 1973, two 

years before leaving South Africa. 
When asked what prompted his 

and Elaine’s move to Canada, Ram 
emphasizes that it’s a very interesting 
and complicated story. Although South 
Africa was home to a vibrant, traditional 
Jewish community in a modern society 
and idyllic climate, the couple felt that 
they had to emigrate. Most importantly, 
they wanted to bring their children up 
in a just society. The injustices of 
apartheid and its political consequences 
rendered South African society increas-
ingly unstable. Laughing, Ram recalls 
a conversation he had with his life-long 
house servant shortly before emigrating. 
When asked if he would kill him and 
his brothers during the Revolution, the 
servant told Ram: “No boss, you are like 
a son to me. I would have to ask my best 
friend to do it.” 

Ram stresses that there was “no magi-
cal research” that brought the couple to 
Edmonton. Essentially, he jokes, they 
came to Edmonton “because they knew 
someone from their ‘village.’” Elaine’s 
cousins, Frank and Leone Jackson, had 
moved to Edmonton in the 1960s. Ram 

With a Laugh and a Tear: 

Ram and Elaine Romanovsky

Isaac Ochberg

(Some of) 
The Stories of Ram Romanovsky

by Daniel Erin
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and Elaine arrived in 1975, and they 
experienced quite the shock. The cold 
Edmonton winters found the young 
couple completely unprepared, but they 
eventually adjusted to it. Interestingly, 
Ram notes that adapting to Canadian 
sports was one of the more difficult 
cultural transitions that he experienced. 
Sport, especially Rugby, was very 
important in South Africa from both 
political and cultural perspectives, so it 
was next to impossible to avoid playing 
it at a committed level. Indeed, Ram 
had never seen or even heard of hockey. 
Having to learn a new genre of sport 
with completely different physical and 
conceptual demands proved to be a 
noteworthy challenge in adapting to 
Canadian culture. 

Finally, Ram had to re-qualify as a 
Chartered Accountant, which took 
about three years. He also noticed that 
many people in Edmonton didn’t know 
very much about Judaism. In fact, one 
year his boss thought that Ram was jok-
ing when he said that he was taking two 
days off for the New Year in September. 
Having grown up in Cape Town where 
every school shutdown for Yom Kippur, 
having an employer completely in the 
dark about Rosh Hashanah came as 
quite the shock. 

Overall, though, Ram and Elaine 
found Edmonton to be a very friendly 
and welcoming place. The couple settled 
down and had three children: Adam, 
Dale, and Lindy. All three children 
went to Talmud Torah before attending 
university and pursuing professional 
careers. In 1978, Ram founded his 
own accounting firm, Romanovsky 
and Associates. Elaine went back to 
the University of Alberta, where she 
earned her CMA. Ram is proud of 
the contributions that the South 
African Jews have made to the greater 
Edmonton community, and he “thinks 
that the Edmonton Jewish Community 
is stronger and has been enriched by the 
immigration of the South African Jews.”

At the JCC…
Currently on display at the new JCC 
you will find an exhibit of artifacts 
from our collections. Come visit us 
at 10220-156 St., Suite 200 to see 
the exhibit and our new offices. If 
you would like to donate a book, 
document or a piece of memorabilia 
to add to our collection, call 780-
489-2809.

On the Web…
Check out the Archives Society 
of Alberta Exhibit prepared 

On Disp lay
for Archives Week 2012, entitled 
Looking Good, Alberta, Fashion in 
the Archives, at www.archivesalberta.
org. Also check out the Peter Owen 
exhibit online at the same website 
under Letters from the Trunk. Old 
issues of our newsletter, Heritage/
Yerusha, are available on our website, 
www.jahsena.ca. If you haven’t done 
so yet, take a look at the Edmonton 
Jewish Cemetery website, http://
www.edmontonjewishcemetery.ca/, 
operated in partnership with the 
Chevra Kadisha. 

Artifact Display Case From UJE Exhibit. Read more about the UJE on page 4.

http://www.archivesalberta.org
http://www.archivesalberta.org
http://www.jahsena.ca
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Patrons:
Evangelical Sisterhood of 

Mary
Phyllis Adler
Dr. Bernie & Miriam Adler
Justice Mel & Dr. Anne 

Fanning Binder
Jack Chetner
Howard Davidow & Anita Sky 
Len & Catherine Miller 

Dolgoy
Joe & Cynthia Doz
Cory Felber
Andy & Miri Feher
Simen Fialkow
Dr. Manuel & Rhoda 

Friedman
Rose Marie Glassman
Isidor Gliener
John & Shawna Goldberg
Ron Goldberg 
Howard & Leah Goldford
Dr. George & Judy Goldsand
Linda Goody 
Norman & Roberta Hanson
Dr. Phil & Penny Hardin 
Dr. Tom & Nina Hardin
Abe & Karen Hering
Arthur & Gwen Pechet Hiller
Clyde Hurtig & Karen Farkas
Miriam & Jerry Katz
Irving & Dr. Dianne Kipnes
Valda Levin
Phil Lister
Justice Eric & Sharon 

Macklin
Stephen & Lynn Mandel
David & Robin Marcus
David and Pam Margolus
Arliss Miller
Leon & Debbie Miller
Aaron & Jean Oshry
Violet Owen
Michael Paull
Lynn Pechet-Bruser
Daniel & Trudy Pekarsky
Dr. Abraham Peliowski
Netta & Frank Phillet
Ted Power
Saul & Toby Reichert

Aubrey Rogerville
Helen Rosenberg
Jeff Rubin & Gaylene Soifer
Dr. Eric & Elexis Schloss
Barry & Maureen Schloss
Kayla Shoctor
Marshall and Debby Shoctor
Naomi Shoctor
Howard & Debra Sniderman
Eira Spaner
Howard & Esther Starkman
Don Superstein
Leo Superstein
Shawna Vogel & Dr. Chris 

Gregson
Grant Vogel & Dr. Lemore 

Alima
Virginia Vogel & Alex 

Krimberg
Rick & Nikki Vogel
Freya & Lewis Wasel
Paula and Eric Weil
Shelley Weinstein & Bruce 

Bradley
Dr. Sam & Eva Weisz
Mona Witten
Barry Zalmanowitz & Mme. 

Justice June Ross
Hal Zalmanowitz

Benefactors:
Gloria Aaron
Vic & Naomi Amato
Ron & Marcia Bercov
Sharon Bookhalter & Jerry 

Glasser
Jack & Marilyn Cohen
Mel & Ruth Comisarow
Bruce & Nancy Elman
Justice Sam Friedman
Dr. Elliot & Dena Gelfand
Justice Robert & Brandy 

Graesser 
Dr. Myer & Barbara Horowitz
Deborah E. Horowitz
Lesley Jacobson 
Dan Kauffman
David & Tillie Kauffman
Lewis & Irene Klar
Brenda & Bill Laing

Susan Schloss Lampert
Marilyn Weinlos Lerner
Ethel Levene
David & Daryl Levine
Dr. Sam & Michelle 

Marcushammer 
Dr. Robert & Terrie Margolis 
Eleanor Monsma
Leslie Moss
Ruth Nolan
Norma Nozick
Dr. Eliot Phillipson
Ron & Carol Ritch
Isabel Rodnunsky
Lawrence Rodnunsky
Abner  Rubin
Sondra Schloss
Dr Rosalie Rubin Shadlyn
Joe & Ruth-Ellen Shafir 
Steven & Talya Shafir
Harry & Dr. Sveta Silverman
June & Hal Simons
Nat & Betty Starr
Barry Vogel & Sarah Brickett
Maury Wasserman
Walder & Nancy White
Alvin & Sue Winestock 
Larry & Marielle Witten
Ron & Naomi Wolch
Mel Wyne & Phyllis Nurgitz

Donors:
Charles David Aaron
Sharon Abbott
Marvin & Freda Abugov
Jill Spaner Bellack
Elaine Bookhalter
Gordon & Darlene Bushewsky
Jason Cairns
Miriam & Jerry Cooper
Bill & Trudianne Dolman
Harvey & Minnie Emas
Barry & Fani Estrin
Cori Friedman
Sam & Margaret Frohlich
Fred & Rachel Garfunkel
Lillian Green
Dr. Sterling & Jesse Haynes
Mike & Stephanie Hendin
Gillian & Bill Horwitz

Myra & Abie Kacew
Leon & Betty Kagna
Cyril & Fay Kay
David & Gerry Kline
Samuel Koplowicz
Nancy Lieberman
Hy & Miriam Lieberman
Alan & Dyanne Lyons
Phillip Mass 
Dr. Jacob & Odette Masliyah
Ed & Joy-Ruth Mickelson
Pierre & Arlene Morin
Florence Morris 
Beryl & Mike Nahornick
Leah Neaman
Jon & Francie Nobleman
Essie Olyan
Yossi Ovics
Ruth Pakes
Irwin & Maxine Raphael
Ross & Gail Rudolph
Reisa Segal
Farrel & Lisa Shadlyn
Joe & Myrna Siegenberg
Paula Snyder
Ken & Natalie Soroka
Robyn & Geoffrey Sperber
Clarice Switzer
Ken & Annella Wasserman
Barbara Wiseman
Joseph & Deby Wohlgelernter
Gary Woodrow

Individual 
Memberships
Luba Allen
Sylvia Alpern
Florie Axler
Randy Bell
Esther Bernstein
Martin Blatt

Ann Davis
Rabbi Ari Drelich
Daniella Berechit-Drisdell
Paul Estrin
Karen Estrin
Becky Fayerman
Goldie Furman
Joyce Geffen
Anna Mae Gibson
Halley Girvitz
Shirley Goldberg
Sondra Grosh
Linda Moss Hilford
Doreen Horwitz
Doreen Jampolsky
Elwood Johnson
Clara Kagan
Erica Karabus
Jane & Edgar Karstaedt
Martha Kushner
Daniel Larson
Cyril Leonoff
Percy Lerner
Reesa Lerner
Susan Lieberman
Risa Margolus
Miriam Milavsky
Dr. Marvin Mitchell
Barb Murray
Janice Nolan
Hanna Pollack
Linda Rabinovitch
Miriam Rabinovitch
Blanche Gorasht Shindell
Penny Sklove-Levy
June Winfield
Danny & Connie Zalmanowitz

JAHSENA Membership 2014-2015

Membership donations are used for the operating costs of the 
Society, which is a self-sustaining organization. Membership fees 
include spouses except for individual membership. Members are 
eligible to vote at the annual general meetings of the society. 
Membership includes a subscription to our publication, Heritage/
Yerusha. Fees cover uniform membership year from September 
1st to August 31st. Donations are tax deductible. We thank the 
above listed people for their support in the past year.
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JAHSENA’s Founding President, Uri 
Rosenzwe, z”l, sadly passed away on 

the 25th of August, 2015. 
Born January 10, 1930 in Montreal, 

Uri moved to Edmonton in 1969 
to serve as   Executive Director of 
the Edmonton Jewish Community 
Council,, a position he held until 1977. 
In Edmonton he served widely in the 
Jewish community world; indeed, he 
would serve in some volunteer leader-
ship capacity with nearly every local 
Jewish organization. When he founded 
JAHSENA in 1997, the community had 
lacked a dedicated repository for the 
whole community, and this repository 
would be greatly expanded with the 
creation of a book, The First Century of 
Jewish Life in Edmonton and Northern 
Alberta. The book, edited by Uri and 
published in 2000, detailed the history 
of Northern Alberta’s Jews.. 

Aside from his professional career, 
Uri contributed regular articles to 
Jewish newspapers until his formal 
retirement in 2012, after which he 
moved to a retirement community in 
Lethbridge. Uri was a major figure in 
the Edmonton Jewish community, and 
he will be missed. 

In Memoriam 2014-15

Dr. Eli Adler, z’l
Harold Baram, z’l
Harvey Baram, z’l
Dr. Ron Bercov, z’l
Helaine Blatt, z’l
Elizabeth (Betty) Brown, z’l
Allen Devins, z’l 
Robert (Reuben) Dvorkin, z’l 
Faigel (Phyllis) Epstein
Leia Fridman, z’l
Justice Sam Friedman, z’l
Sam Frohlich, z’l
Rosalie Hardin, z’l

Trudy Katz, z’l
Allan Klein, z’l
Efim Krasnochtein, z’l
Matlia Lotsova, z’l
Irving Marcovitch, z’l
Eva Margolus, z’l 
Rose Milner, z’l 
Harry Nolan z’l
Rachel Ovics, z’l
Michael Polkovsky, z’l 
Elizaveta Pomirantz, z’l 
Nine Reitman, z’l 
Ana Robotosh, z’l 

Uri Rosenzweig, z‘l
Berta Sheyvekhman, z’l
Garry Silverman, z’l
Maurice Shugarman, z’l
Stan Smordin, z’l
Ilana Wolch, z’l

Every effort has been made 
to identify all those who 
have passed away in the last 
year, but if we have omitted 
someone, please contact the 
JAHSENA office. 

The following individuals were lost to us this year. We offer our condolences to 
their families and friends, and hope that their memories will be blessings to us all.

Remembering Uri (z”l)

Thank You!
Reception to our community-wide mailout in August has 

continued to be overwhelmingly positive, and JAHSENA 
would like to thank those who have bought new memberships 
or made donations since. We are largely reliant on donations 

and annual memberships for our operating budget, so if 
you care about ensuring the preservation of our collective 
heritage for generations to come, please consider making 

a donation or purchasing a card through our office. 

We are also always happy to discuss the donation 
or long term loan of precious documents and 

artifacts. Why worry during flood season about 
your precious memories in the basement when you 

can be certain they are safe in our collection?

With your continuing support, we will ensure that our 
collective history is preserved from generation to generation.
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

 “FROM PEDLARS TO PATRIARCHS: 
A LEGACY REMEMBERED” and 
“BITTERSWEET MEMORIES: THE WAR YEARS”

The Jewish Archives and Historical Society of Edmonton and Northern 
Alberta is taking orders for copies of “From Pedlars to Patriarchs: A Legacy 
Remembered,” and its sequel: “ Bittersweet Memories: The War Years” its 
documentary films about the history of the Edmonton Jewish Community. If 
you are interested in obtaining a copy of these films, they are available on 
DVD for $18. Please contact the Archives office at 780-489-2809. 

TO ORDER CALL
780-489-2809

Order your copy today!

I (we) would like to become part of the continuing 
quest into our historical past by joining the Jewish 
Archives and Historical Society of Edmonton 
and Northern Alberta in the category marked. A 
charitable receipt will be issued. Membership for 
other than individuals includes spouses. Membership 
includes an annual subscription to Heritage/Yerusha, 
the Society’s newsletter, published 3 times a year.

Enclosed is my cheque for $________ 
Payable to the Jewish Archives and 
Historical Society of Edmonton and 
Northern Alberta (JAHSENA).

Help Us Preserve Our Past 
for the Future!

	 Patron	 $100	 	 Benefactor	 $50
	 Donor	 $36	 	 Individual	 $25
	 I am interested in serving as a volunteer.
	 I have historical material that I would like to donate. - Please call me.

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address:_ _________________________________________________

City: _________________________ Postal Code:_________________

Phone Number______________________ Email:_________________

Visa/MC Number:___________________________________________

Expiry Date:_______________________________________________

Please clip out and return to: 
JAHSENA 10220-156 St. Suite 200, Edmonton, Alberta, T5P 2R1

JAHSENA Recent Acquisitions

These items have recently found their way into the archives, and are available for 
research purposes:

Books & photos from Ken Soroka.

A major collection of books, personal artifacts, photographs, and 
reference texts from Doreen Cohen

Several photos from Daniel Larson from Talmud Torah and BBYO events

Two antique candleholders and wind up clock from Sam Koplowicz on 
behalf of his mother Eva Koplowicz

Various articles and newsletter items from Stephanie Hendin

Three academic books were donated by the daughters of the late Dr. 
Henry C. Klassen

Several documents relating to BBYO from the late 1960s from Cheryl Slawsky

A framed portrait of Jack (Yakov) Klein, from his daughter in law Pat Klein

And as always, Sharon Abbott has kept a close eye on any articles about 
the community at large which might be of interest to us. Thanks, Sharon!

Unfortunately, due to space issues, for the foreseeable future we will no longer be 
accepting donations to the Jewish Federation Library. Please contact Beth Shalom 
synagogue or the Jewish Drop In Centre if you’d like to donate collections relating 
to Jewish history or Judaism in general.

We are still accepting donations of books relevant to local family or organisational 
history. Should you have any questions about donations, please contact our office. 

The Jewish Archives & Historical Society of Edmonton and Northern Alberta is 
always looking for new donations. If you have any personal papers, photographs, 
negatives, books, audio-visual recordings or other items relating to the history of 
the Jewish community of Edmonton and Northern Alberta that you would like 
preserved for generations to come, please contact our office at (780) 489-2809.


